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THE CITY OF GRANGER

COMMUNITY FORUM

KEEPING YOU

Informed
OPEN INVITATION
GRANGER COMMUNITY CENTER
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2018
6-8 p.m.
“To inform and be informed about issues impacting our community”

WHO WILL ATTEND?
Elected Officials and City Staff
WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
Residents, Business Leaders and Community
Stakeholders

City Hall
1906 Main Street, PO Box 333
515-999-2210 (p)
515-999-2988 (f)
grangercityhall@mchsi.com
www.grangeriowa.org
8-5 p.m. M-F
Library
2216 Broadway Street
515-999-2088 (p)
515-999-9156 (f)
harriet.peterson@granger.lib.ia.us
Mon & Thurs: 2-7 p.m.
Tues & Wed: 9 a.m.-Noon &
1-7 p.m.
Friday: Closed
Sat: 9 a.m. –Noon
Parks & Recreation/
Community Center
2200 Walnut Street
515-999-2140
grangerparksrec@gmail.com
Police Department
515-999-2775
Fire & EMS Department
515-999-2210

Questions? Contact City Hall at 515-999-2210 or email
cityclerkgranger@outlook.com.

The City of Granger is looking for new members for the Granger Days
committee. Meetings are held monthly at City Hall. Next meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, February 7th at 6 p.m.
Please contact City Hall at 515-999-2210 if you are interested.

The City of Granger has a new Facebook page!
Please go to https://www.facebook.com/
grangeriowa/. For those with a Granger address
but outside the city limits, this would be a great
way to keep up with the happenings in the City.

On January 3, 1931, the Earlham Savings Bank opened for business, in the midst of the Great Depression. It
was the oldest and only functioning bank in Madison County at the time. It was decided the motto for Earlham
Savings Bank would be, "Large enough to serve you, small enough to know you." Although the way we bank
has changed over the years, we would like to believe the motto is the same today.
Since then we have grown to nine locations, including our
newest location in Bevington which is set to open on February 12, 2018. We specialize in traditional banking products
and services and pride ourselves on simple, straight-forward
solutions.
Banking has undergone many changes over the years and
technology has grown by leaps and bounds. Some products
that are offered today include mobile banking, online banking
and mobile deposit. We were among the first in central Iowa
to offer many of these services and we were the first state bank to offer ApplePay®. We believe it is important
to keep up with technology, now more than ever and will continue to stay ahead of the curve.
A recent initiative that we completed this year was installing solar arrays at 8 of our 9 locations. This project
combined environmental sustainability with corporate sustainability. Solar production is a long term investment
which fits Earlham Savings Bank because we plan on serving central Iowa for many years to come.
In Granger we have installed a 23 kW roof-mount system. The manufacturer is SolarEdge and the contractor
was Wind and Solar Specialists. This system produces
around 29 megawatts of electricity over a year’s
time. This provides our Granger office with more than
half of its energy needs. The lobby has a TV dedicated to
monitoring the solar production for that location. Over
our whole branch network we have produced over 360
megawatts of electricity. That is enough electricity to
power over 34 homes for a year!
It is the communities and people we serve that have made Earlham Savings Bank successful over these 87 years.
We are proud of our central Iowa roots and are committed to being around for many years to come. To those
who are our customers, THANK YOU! To those who are not yet our customers we invite you to any of our locations to see for yourself why we are so proud to be EBANK!

Member of the GRANGER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

LETTER FROM OUR MAYOR
As we start 2018, and I start my first year as Mayor, I felt it would be a good idea to communicate with everyone via our website, as well as our monthly newsletter. I am excited
about being Mayor, and excited about Granger’s opportunities to grow while keeping the
sense of small-town values and community spirit that makes this town a fabulous place to
live.
We started January with some personnel changes. Our Director of Public Works, Mike
Greif, retired after literally decades of serving all of you. We are certainly thankful for all
he did for the City. In January’s council meeting, the Council and I approved the hiring of
Jarrod Sturtz as our new Director of Public Works. Jarrod has been with the city for 12
years, and is committed to continuing to serve all of you the best he can. I know he will do
great things.
We also welcomed two new City Council members, Rob Saak and John Schutt. Both of them are eager to make a
difference, and will work hard for all the citizens of this City. Rob and John replaced Scott Smyth and Bob Herrold, who
served this City faithfully for years and decades, respectfully. Be sure to thank them for their service if you see them.
I have big ideas for Granger, and will work with the council and citizens of this City to grow business in Granger,
keep improving our schools, and ensure our community has the resources needed to support its fast growing population. I
also want to improve communication between the City and its citizens. As a result, I’m planning to have a quarterly meeting
to update folks on City happenings, introduce City employees, and make sure you get to ask questions of me or any other
City official as needed. The first meeting will be at the Community Center on Wednesday, March 7, at 6pm. Please
make it a point to attend—an active citizenry makes for a great City.
I am always available to chat, listen or field questions or comments. You can reach me at TLJ9973@gmail.com, or by cell
phone at 515-473-8494. I look forward to hearing your ideas on how to make Granger even better. Thanks!

MEETOUR
CLERKS

Kristy Trzeciak, our City Clerk has lived in Polk
City for 15 years and has worked for the City for 6
years. She is married with 2 teenage boys and is
an avid ISU Cyclones fan. Kristy likes to cook,
boat, travel, go to movies and wine and dine with
friends. “I like working for Granger because of its
small town feel, friendly people and easy access to
downtown Des Moines”.

Karen Erikson has been working for the City of Granger as the Deputy City Clerk for
4 years. She lives in Polk City where she has resided for 15 years. She is an avid
ISU Cyclone fan and a Minnesota Vikings fan. She and her husband, John, are the
Iowa coordinators for the Kidsave Iowa Summer Miracle Program which helps find
homes for older orphans through a summer hosting program. She has been married
to John for 26 years. They have 4 children through birth and adoption, Vanessa 21,
Luz 19, Jack 18 and Zerfe 15, as well as a son in law, Nate. She also has two labs,
Clyde 3 and Bonnie 7 months. What she enjoys most about her job is the people, her
co-workers and the residents of Granger.

MEETOUR
PUBLIC WORKS

Aaron Mullins, our Wastewater
Operator has worked for the City
for 5 years. Born and raised in
Granger, Aaron is married with a
daughter who is a 3rd grader at
Woodward-Granger Elementary
School. He enjoys camping and
watching his daughter’s dance
competitions.

Jarrod Sturtz, our Public Works Director has
worked for the City for 12 years and 15 years as
a volunteer on the Fire & EMS Department and
the last 6 years as Fire Chief. Jarrod has lived in
Granger for 16 years and is married with a
daughter. Jarrod enjoys camping and riding
ATV’s with his family. “I like living in Granger
because it is still a small town but close to the
City.”

Hello my name is Brad Feick and I have lived in Granger my entire
life. I have worked for the City since May of 2016 as the Parks
Operator. I am getting married this summer to my fiancé Abby. I
have also been a member of the Granger Fire & EMS Department
since 2010, currently as a Firefighter/AEMT and an EMS Captain.

Kelly Owen, our Police Chief has worked for
the City for 3 years and has been in law enforcement for 33 years. Married with three
sons and two step-sons. Kelly likes working
for Granger because the people have been very
nice to work with. In his spare time he likes to
fish, hunt and golf.

MEETOUR
POLICE

Don Hocking, born and raised in central Iowa. Married with two children and three grandchildren. Don
likes to play Texas Hold’em (small stakes of course) and loves spending time with his grandkids and
family. He began his law enforcement career in 1979, the most recent employment with the City since
October of 2009. “Working in a smaller community like Granger is the essence of what law enforcement
is/should be, working with the community to make the community safe for all. Fair, Firm & Consistent –
that is my motto.”

MEETOUR
PARKS & REC

Our Library Director, Harriet Peterson
has lived in Altoona for 12 years and
has worked for the City since July
2016. She is married with two grown
sons and four grandchildren. Harriet
enjoys reading, traveling, and spending
time with her family. “I enjoy the
small town feel of Granger. It is a great
place to work!”

Hello! I’m Jennifer Harned and I’m the Parks &
Recreation Director in Granger. I’ve lived in
Granger for a little over 4 years and worked for
the City for 3 years. My husband and I have 5
year-old twins who attend preschool at the Early
Learning Center. I enjoy providing opportunities
for the community and have loved watching the
programming grow over the last three years. I’m
looking forward to expanding our parks throughout Granger in the future.

MEETOUR
LIBRARIANS

Georgina Valle-Razo, Assistant Library Director, has lived in
Granger for the past ten years and has worked at the Granger
Public Library for nine years. Georgina is married with two
teenage daughters and a cat. She and her family like to travel,
cook, garden during the summer and go to the Iowa Cubs
games. “I like to work at the library because it is fun, a great
way to meet our residents from Granger, and have access to
lots of programs.”

Savannah Waycaster, a Waukee resident of 18 years, has worked
for the Granger Public Library as a Library Assistant since May
2017. She enjoys writing, reading, watching old television
shows with her miniature dachshund, Georgia, and going paddle
boarding at Lake Ahquabi. “The friendly people and small town
atmosphere are what I most enjoy about working for Granger.”

Roberta “Bertie” LeMaster has been a Library Clerk at the Granger Public Library for over a year. She
also works at Woodward-Granger Elementary School and has been there for 38 years. She has one son and
one grandson and has lived in Granger for 46 years. “I love living in Granger and being close to family,
friends, and work.”

WALKING TACO & SILENT AUCTION
FUNDRAISER for
JD Herrold
Saturday, February 10, 2018
11 a.m.—3 p.m.
American Legion Hall
1804 Main Street, Granger, Iowa
Fundraiser to help the Herrold’s with expenses as JD
recovers from a below the knee amputation from
complications of diabetes.
Contact Lisa Borg at 515-249-4908 if you would like
to donate an item for the silent auction or with any
other questions.
Free will donation for the walking tacos

7th ANNUAL RED SOLO CUP
Saturday, February 24, 2018
6:30 p.m.
Assumption Church
1904 Sycamore Street, Granger, Iowa
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.—Tables start at 7 p.m.
ADULTS ONLY—Must be over 21
Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at the door
You may purchase your tickets at Granger City Hall or from a Partners of the Parks
committee member. Check Facebook for more details.

Feeling lucky?
Join the Partners of the Parks for the 7th Annual Red
Solo Cup event! This year we will be hosting a Casino
Night complete with Blackjack, Texas Hold’em,
Craps, Roulette and much more! Join us for drinks,
hors d’oeuvres, prizes, silent auction and more!
Free will donation

